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It started as playful, if barbed, banter before rising to a fateful wager with a most notorious

rakeâ€”the Captain of the Guard, Jalal al-Khouryâ€”who may have finally met his match in a lovely, if

haughty, handmaiden, Despina. But she, too, seems to have met her match in the handsome Jalal.

What begins as a tempestuous battle of will and wit in short order becomes a passionate affair

spurred on by tragedy of the worst kind.
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Renee's writing takes me to a beautiful, magical place. I cannot get enough of this story. Very

seldom do I really, truly care for secondary characters as much as the main ones, but that isn't the

case with this story! Despina and Jalal are just as intriguing as Khalid and Shazi. If you loved the

Wrath and the Dawn, you'll love this novella.

This is the RenÃ©e Ahdieh that I love! I was a bit disappointed with the first short story, The Crown

and the Arrow, because it was basically a retelling of a scene from The Wrath and the Dawn. Plus,

only 9 pages?! It was waaaay too short my for liking. This short story was different and while I'll



always complain and say I want more, it was much more satisfying than the first.Before I begin...I

love this couple! They are super adorable and their banter in this novella was perfect. Jalal the

womanizer definitely met his match with Despina. She gave as good as she got. I found myself

grinning like a goof while reading their conversations. This just made me love these characters even

more!The story is basically about how Jalal and Despina met and fell in love. Their story is not fully

explored in the The Wrath and the Dawn and Despina's condition left me with tons of questions.

Bonus, we get to find out more about Ava, the deceased Calipha of Khorasan. She seemed really

miserable and my heart just broke for her. I would actually really enjoy a story from her point of

view. Her death brings about the curse and explains Khalid's actions.I cannot wait for The Rose and

the Dagger. I'm really curious as to where things will go for Jalal and Despina. Right now it seems

like fate doesn't want them to be together, but I'm hoping that better things are to come for this

lovely couple.

Another Kindle short to accompany "Wrath and the Dawn" and "Rose and the Dagger!" While just

as short as "Mirror and the Maze," this one nicely filled all the holes in Despina's story and provided

insights that left this reviewer more fully satisfied with the conclusion to a great duo of books. I look

forward to Renee Ahdieh's next full length work!!

Well one thing that come out of this was the confirmation that I really like Despina and Jalal. Those

two are really something and they are just perfect together. I love them.Now, the real question is;

how is this going to tie into book 2? Uggghhhhh the anticipation that's building is sure to drive me

mad!

The Moth and the Flame gives a little bit more background about Despina and Jalal. It also includes

the timeline before Shahrzad weds Khalid, prior to the death of a new bride at each dawn. Although

Despina is not privy to what's going on behind the scenes, it is entertaining to read about how she

met Jalal and the backstory to them from The Wrath and the Dawn.

Such a sweet short story of how Despina and Jalal fell in love. You get a bit more insight into the

timeline before Shahrzad and the Khalid were married. Nice void filler while you wait for The Rose

and the Dagger.

Novellas have become a staple in YA; a way to bridge the time between book publications & to



provide background information that didn't fit into a full length book. For me, I've had a bitter-sweet

relationship with them, but this one is one of the best.The focus of this novella is Despina. If I had

known Despina was the main character earlier, I would've read this novella immediately after I read

the Wrath & the Dawn! This book is short, but it shows the roots of her relationship with Jalal & a

glimpse of why she is the way she is.The writing in this book is absolutely gorgeous, but not nearly

as engaging as the Wrath & the Dawn; if only because it's only 40 pages & 40 pages is not enough

to weave a beautiful story like the one found in the Wrath & the Dawn.I don't think a reader can truly

understand the Wrath & the Dawn, let alone Despina, without reading this book! I highly recommend

it!

A prequel that should be read after book one to avoid spoiling anything (though if you read it first, it

would only provide small spoilers).This tells us part of Despina's story - how she fell in love with

Jalal. It was sweet and gave us some insight into Despina's character - what she was thinking and

feeling (and one or two short sections were in Jalal's POV too). I loved that it took place while Ava

was in the castle, so we also got to see that from a slightly different perspective. Short stories are

always so hard because, of course, I would have loved more, but I felt like this was long enough to

give us a peek into Despina's head!
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